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INTRODUCTION

In 1970, Dollie L Yazzie conducted a workshop for Navajo classroom music, recorded the
songs, and published a book for teachers. Since then, most schools and teachers with Navajo stu-
dents have used copies of copies of copies of these materials. The original songs and lesson plans
are in even more demand in the 21st Century than ever before. Fortunately, Dollie L. Yazzie, a
Navajo language and culture teacher at Tohatchi Elementary School, has recorded a new version of
these popular songs, and published a new book containing the original lesson ideas plus new mate-
rial, including musical transcriptions of the songs.

With this new publication, Dollie Yazzie reasserts her right to this body of work, including
the publication of the teacher materials, the transcriptions, and the accompanying recording. It is
recognized that, given the uncontrolled use of these songs for over 30 years they have become part of
the public domain, even though many are original songs of the workshop participants and Dollie
Yazzie herself. However, this book and the accompanying recordings are not to be duplicated,
reproduced, or copied in any way. If you need copies of these items, please contact the publisher.
Please encourage entrepeneurship by the traditional artists by respecting the copyright laws.

Since 1970 we have become aware of people taking the tunes and some of the lyrics to record
on their own. In many cases people have changed only one word, keeping the rest intact, then
recording it and copyrighting it as their own! The people involved in the creation of these songs
deserve credit where credit is due. Thank you for heeding our concerns and fairness.

Whereas Dollie L. Yazzie has organized this volume, arranged the songs, written the lesson
plans, and directed the project, she has many collaborators. Lynda Dick-Teller edited the Navajo
language writing in 1970 and was the main assistant in the original recording. Fortunately, Lynda is
still a Navajo language and culture teacher, and has returned to sing for the recording of the 2003
version.

Dr. Roy E. Howard of the Western New Mexico University bilingual education teacher
development program, has also assisted Dollie. He typed the book, transcribed the songs, and even
played Dollie’s drum on all the songs in the recording. He also served as recording and post produc-
tion engineer, produced the CD, and published the book. He started transcribing Navajo songs for
children when a teacher at Dzit Na’ooditii Community School in 1982.

We are grateful to the Rough Rock School and Diné Bi’Olta’ Association for sponsoring the
initial project that inspired this work, and for conceding to Dollie L. Yazzie the rights to future
publication of this body of work. Navajo Music For Classroom Enrichment (teacher manual, student
workbook, recording of songs and accompanying materials and video) is copyrighted by Dollie L.
Yazzie. The individual songs are not copyrighted, though permission to use them is contingent upon
acknowledging the composers. If you need copies of the songs, words, recordings, or any other
portion of this work, please order from the publisher or an authorized distributor.
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Harrison Henry, Laura Wallace, Dollie Yazzie, Shirley B., Andy T., Galena D., Joe Y. and Lynda
Dick. The 2003 recording is designed and directed by Dollie, joined by Lynda Dick Teller, with

technical assistance by Dr. Roy E. Howard.
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